
Exotic 
Annuals



Exotic Annuals Not to 
Exceed More Than 5% 

and Need to Be On 
Their Own Hydrazones
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Dianthus 
Dianthus spp.

• Flowers: five petals, typically with a 
frilled or pinked margin, and are (in 
almost all species) pale to dark pink

• Flower Period: Spring through Fall
• Foliage: opposite, simple, mostly 

linear and often strongly glaucous 
grey-green to blue-green and 
evergreen

• Appox. Height: 6”-1’
• Approx. Width: 6”-1’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Light 

shade to full sun in well drained soil
• Hardiness Zone: 3-9
• Water: Medium
• The species are mostly perennial 

herbs, a few are annual or biennial, 
and some are low subshrubs with 
woody basal stems



Impatiens 
Impatiens wallerana

• Flowers: Flat petals in colors of pink, 
rose, red, lilac, purple, orange, white 
& bicolors

• Flower Period: Late Spring to first frost.
• Foliage: Alternative, upper leaves 

sometimes opposite; lanceolate- 
ovate; green or reddish green on 
both surfaces

• Appox. Height: 9”-30”
• Approx. Width: 9”-30”
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: rich, 

moist soil mulched to maintain 
adequate moisture in partial shade 
to partial sun

• Hardiness Zone: 7-11
• Water: Medium to high
• May be called Touch-Me-Not, Snap 

Weed, Jewel Weed or Busy Lizzy



Marigold 
Calendula spp.

• Flowers: Daisy-like
• Flower Period: Late Spring through 

Fall till the first freeze
• Foliage: Medium-green
• Appox. Height: 8”-16”
• Approx. Width: 8”-1’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Partial 

shade to full sun in well drained soil
• Hardiness Zone: 3-10
• Water: Medium
• Belongs to the same family as 

daisies, chrysanthemums, and 
ragweed



Ornamental Cabbage 
Brassica oleracea

• Flowers: Pale to bright yellow,          
Planted for foliage color

• Flower Period: Late Spring
• Foliage: Dense formation wavy 

leaves with green edges, pink, red 
or white centers that forms a head

• Appox. Height: 10”-2’
• Approx. Width: 8”-2’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun to partial shade in well drained 
soil

• Hardiness Zone: 7-11
• Water: Medium
• Edible, but grown more for visual 

impact



Ornamental Kale 
Brassica oleracea ‘Acephala’

• Flowers: Pale to bright yellow,       
Planted for foliage color

• Flower Period: Late Spring
• Foliage: wavy leaves with green 

edges, pink, red or white centers. 
Loosely deep cut or fringed leaves 
and forms no head 

• Appox. Height: 10”-2’
• Approx. Width: 8”-2’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun to partial shade in well drained 
soil

• Hardiness Zone: 7-11
• Water: Medium
• Edible, but grown more for visual 

impact



Pansy 
Viola spp.

• Flowers: Pansy blooms are single with five 
petals that are rounded in shape

• Flower Period: Late Fall through early 
Spring.

• Foliage: medium green, coarsely 
notched leaves are oval or heart- 
shaped 

• Appox. Height: 4”-9”
• Approx. Width: 3”-6”
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Partial 

shade to full sun
• Hardiness Zone: Winter hardy zone 4-8
• Water: Medium to High
• Inspired William Shakespeare to write of 

romance



Snapdragon 
Antirrhinum majus

• Flowers: Blossom-laden flower 
heads are faintly fragrant and 
come in in a wide assortment of 
bright colors. The vertical flower 
spikes, opening gradually from the 
bottom to the top

• Flower Period: Fall through Spring
• Foliage: attractive with narrow, 

dark-green leaves 
• Appox. Height: Dwarf variety 5”-10”

Rocket variety 18”-24”
• Approx. Width: 6”-12”
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Partial 

shade to full sun in well drained soil
• Hardiness Zone: Winter hardy 8-10
• Water: Medium
• Snapdragons are a particular 

favorite of children who like to 
pinch the tiny individual blossoms 
and make the "dragon mouth" 
open and close 



Wax Begonia 
Begonia semperflorens

• Flowers: Has showy small cluster 
pink, red and white single or 
double petals

• Flower Period: Late Spring through 
early Fall

• Foliage: Thick dark green waxy 
broad ovate shaped

• Appox. Height: 6”- 18”
• Approx. Width: 6” – 18”
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: 

Dappled shade to full sun in well 
drained soil

• Hardiness Zone: 9-11
• Water: Medium to High
• Wax begonias, also called fibrous 

begonias
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Zinnia 
Zinnia

• Flowers: Long-stemmed and come 
in a large variety of bright bold 
colors except blue

• Flower Period: Early Summer to late 
Fall

• Foliage: Opposite and usually 
stalkless, with a shape ranging from 
linear to ovate , and pale to middle 
green in color

• Appox. Height: 5”-4’
• Approx. Width: 8”-2’
• Sun/Drainage Requirements: Full 

sun in well drained soil
• Hardiness Zone: 7-10
• Water: Low to medium
• Zinnias seem especially favored by 

butterflies, and many gardeners 
add zinnias specifically to attract 
them
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